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BOOK NOTICES. 

Note on a fixed point which may serve as a starting point in cranial 
measurements [Note sur un point fixe pouvant servir de repere 
dans les mensurations crdniennes], by Doctor Fauvelle. Bulletins 
de la Sociiti Anthropologic Paris, Janvier et Fevrier, 1888. 

Dr. Fauvelle commences his article by a consideration of the re- 
sults obtained by the modern French system of craniometry. He 
regards these results as, for practical purposes, merely analytical. 
He says: " It will not attain perfection until we are able to make 
a synthesis of all its products in a single index." While acknowl- 
edging the possibility of this, he quotes M. Manouvrier, who has 
said that the diagnostic notion thus to be obtained "would be far 
from being as valuable as the glance of a most ignorant museum 
guardian who had passed ten or twenty years in arranging and re- 
arranging skulls." 

Dr. Fauvelle then strikes the key-note of his article in saying : 
" Perhaps some day will decide to show us that utility" (of fig- 
ures). " In the meantime, I think, craniologists would do well to 
return to morphological description — that is to say, to anatomy 
pure and simple." 

He then calls attention to the different varieties of brachycephaly 
and of dolichocephaly, and speaks of the varying results by arbi- 
trary divisions of the skull into anterior and posterior parts. He 
states the absence of a fixed point de repere, and comments on the 
slight morphological significance of the sutures. The German sys- 
tem of projected measurements of the skull in a determinate plane 
he rejects as giving results "yet more fantastic" than those ob- 
tained by the French school. 

A discussion of the embryonic development of the brain and of 
the skull then follows, leading, of course, to the statement that the 
osseous plate forming the rear wall of the sella tarcica and formed 
by the anterior end of the notochord lying between the trabeculae 
cranii is the fixed point sought. From this he concludes the de- 
velopment of the skull is determined by that of the brain in ante- 
rior, posterior, and lateral directions. 

But this point is, from the outside of the skull, inaccessible. A 
corresponding external point must be discovered. This is, says he, 
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on the median line, " at the posterior extremity of the base of the 
vomer, which articulates with the base of the sphenoid;" in other 
words, the punctum aim vomeris of Lissauer. Tracing a line later- 
ally from this point and at a right angle to the sagittal plane, he 
says : " Next one finds in all ethnic groups the base of the pterygoid 
apophyses, the protuberance which, in front, limits the glenoid 
cavity of the temporal, and at the extremity of this protuberance a 
little projection easy to feel on the living. " This line is, then, the 
line of separation between the anterior and posterior regions of the 
skull. 

As to his experiments, he writes : " From these tentatives it re- 
sults that brachycephalic skulls generally have the anterior region 
longer than dolichocephalic. Thus, on a Circassian skull of which 
the index is 82.09 it measures 84 millimeters, or 47.19 per cent, of 
the total length; on a Laotian, 86 millimeters, or 48.93 percent., 
with index of 90.9; on another, 84 millimeters, or 50.6 per cent., 
with index 84.33, white on a Soudanese negro, index 71.95, it is 
reduced to 67 millimeters, or 37.95 per cent. 

" Nevertheless, the predominance of the anterior region is not met 
with in the same degree in all the brachycephali. For example, a 
Mongolian skull, index 83.24, gave but 71 millimeters in front of 
the limit fixed, or 39.66 per cent, of the total length; that of a Ya- 
kouck, 60 millimeters, or 35.71 per cent., with index 83.33. It may 
be, then, that there is a frontal brachycephaly and an occipital 
brachycephaly. 

" Dolichocephaly has not given me the results which I expected 
from the indications, very vague for the most part, given by authors. 
Thus, a Woloff, with index 74.48, had but 70 millimeters anterior 
length, or 35.71 per cent, of the total length; a Pahonin, with in- 
dex 74.33, 58 millimeters, or 32.22 per cent. This is, indeed, poste- 
rior or occipital dolichocephaly, announced for the negro race ; but 
an Arab, with index 74.19, gave but 63 millimeters for the anterior 
region, or 33.87 per cent, of total length, and a Ripuarian Frank, 
with index 73.93, 70 millimeters, or 37.23 per cent., which does not 
accord with the classification of Broca and Nicolucci. On the other, 
hand, a New Caledonian, with index 67, gave for the anterior 
region 76 millimeters, or 38.57 per cent, of the antero-posterior 
maximum diameter ; an Australian, with index 72.77, gave 78 milli- 
meters, or 43 per cent. ; a Kaffir, with index 69.14, 82 millimeters, 
or 43.66 per cent." P. Tracy. 



